Media Statement - 24 January 2025
TO ALL NEWS EDITORS AND JOURNALISTS

RE: SPECIAL OFFICIAL PROVINCIAL FUNERAL DECLARATION FOR LATE THONIAS “RAY”
MALELE

The Premier of Limpopo, Dr Phophi Ramathuba, has received approval from President
Matamela Cyril Ramaphosa for the funeral of the late Thonias “Ray” Malele to be declared
an Special Official Provincial Funeral Category Two. The funeral is scheduled to take place
on 25 January 2025 in Polokwane, Capricorn District.

Comrade Thonias Malele, also known as Raymond "Ray" Segodi, was born on November 7,
1962, and grew up during South Africa's turbulent apartheid era. Inspired by historical
figures and the struggles of his people, he joined the Congress of South African Students in
1979 and became a key figure in the liberation movement.

As a member of uMkhonto we Sizwe and the ANC, he trained in Angola and the USSR,
contributing significantly to the fight against apartheid. After returning to South Africa, he
worked in public service and education. Remembered for his dedication, kindness, and
leadership, Malele's legacy continues to inspire future generations.

In accordance with the declaration, the South African flag will fly at half-mast in Limpopo on
the day of the funeral as a mark of respect for the Thonias Malele. No other flag will be
hoisted on that day, symbolising the solemnity and significance of the occasion.

Premier Dr Ramathuba expressed her deep gratitude to President Ramaphosa for granting
this honour to Cde Malele.

For media enquiries, please contact:

Ndavhe Ramakuela, Provincial Government Spokesperson

082 200 5357 or 067 267 2061 RamakuelaN@premier.limpopo.gov.za.
OR

Thilivhali Muavha, Premier’s Spokesperson

0660117034 MuavhaT@premier.limpopo.gov.za
#LeaveNoOneBehind

#LetsGrowLimpopoTogether
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https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/letsgrowlimpopotogether?__eep__=6&__cft__%5b0%5d=AZVd-qCsrleDHpeWFCDoBWCV0pWcsZQ8ah9ooXx4yCY18o0P2aVGZoxRsxGmwpu-OjumnleEjGCtgp_8LRhitqtaN2Y0uj9Dr0M9rHK4cJECLAUvCEPUmhTqn5Qwmz7UBxFBSgmIOAlStZE15GL4GwG9HQoxAitklqYV-q_KOO-4xXaRc4Zh-QZuE7oIUsvoeaI&__tn__=*NK-R

