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PREMIER DR RAMATHUBA WELCOMES THE APPOINTMENT OF THE NEW SAPS
PROVINCIAL COMMISSIONER LT GENERAL SCHEEPERS

Limpopo Premier Dr Phophi Ramathuba has welcomed the appointment of Lieutenant
General Jan Scheepers as the new South African Police Service (SAPS) Limpopo
Provincial Commissioner.

Lieutenant General Scheepers was announced by Acting National Commissioner
Lieutenant General Puleng Dimpane as the new Limpopo Provincial Commissioner at a
media briefing at Office of The Premier, Polokwane today, Friday, 31 July 2026.

Delivering her congratulatory remarks, Premier Dr Ramathuba reminded Lt. General
Scheepers of the enormous task lying ahead: "Stepping into this vanguard of leadership
is never a gentle stroll through a sunlit meadow; it is a deliberate ascent up a mountain
of formidable gravity. To submit your shoulders to the weight of a higher rank is to
willingly invite the tempest, knowing that the air grows this and the path fractures
beneath the feet of those who dare to guide." said Premier Ramathuba.

The Premier further assured the newly appointed Provincial Commissioner that the
Provincial Government will rally behind in his quest to make Limpopo a safe place for
all: "As the Provincial Government, we do not stand apart from you; we rally firmly
behind you. We will provide the resources, the political will, and unwavering structural
support you need to carry out these heavy responsibilities,” remarked Premier Dr
Ramathuba.

Acting National Commissioner Lt. General Puleng lauded Lt. General Scheepers for
being a present commissioner and a people's person: " Lieutenant General Scheepers,
you have earned the confidence of the community, not through speeches but through
presence. You have won the respect of traditional leaders, villages, communities and
local stakeholders because you believe policing begins where people live." A message
that resonates with the landscape of the province predominantly made up of rural
villages.

The announcement of Lt. General Scheepers as the new Limpopo Provincial
Commissioner was met with a rousing applause by members of the SAPS, members of
the media and everyone present.

In his acceptance speech, Lt. General Scheepers sent a strong message to SAPS
members taking bribes from illegal foreign nationals. He said: "Corruption is the other
thing that kills us. We have so many reports from Police saying they arrest illegal foreign
nationals and just around the corner they meet them on the street almost immediately.



The days where members of SAPS see illegal foreign nationals as ATMs stop today. We
cannot work with those who work against us."

Lt. General Scheepers takes over from the now retired former Provincial Commissioner
Lt. General Thembi Hadebe. He becomes the 10th Provincial Commissioner in the
province.
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